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Global Distribution of Hydrothermal Vent Fields (2020) - InterRidge Global Database of Active Submarine Hydrothermal Vent Fields 3.4

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


The InterRidge Vents Database is a global database of submarine hydrothermal vent fields. The InterRidge Vents Database is supported by the InterRidge program for international cooperation in ridge-crest studies (www.interridge.org).
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Coral reef biodiversity community based assessment and conservation planning in the Marshall Islands 2002

 Climate Change Directorate

 Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


Coral reef biodiversity community based assessment and conservation planning in the Marshall Islands 2002
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Coral Reef Threats - Reefs at Risk 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Coastal and Marine


Reefs at Risk Revisited is a high-resolution update of the original global analysis, Reefs at Risk: A Map-Based Indicator of Threats to the World’s Coral Reefs. Reefs at Risk Revisited uses a global map of coral reefs at 500-m resolution, which is 64 times more detailed than the 4-km resolution map used in the 1998 analysis, and benefits from improvements in many global data sets used to evaluate threats to reefs (most threat data are at 1 km resolution, which is 16 times more detailed than those used in the 1998 analysis).
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Global Mangrove Distribution - Global Mangrove Watch

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The Global Mangrove Watch (GMW) is a collaboration between Aberystwyth University (U.K.), solo Earth Observation (soloEO; Japan), Wetlands International the World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP-WCMC) and the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency (JAXA).
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Global Distribution of Seamounts and Knolls

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


This dataset shows the global distribution of seamounts and knolls identified using global bathymetric data at 30 arc-sec resolution. A total of 33,452 seamounts and 138,412 knolls were identified, representing the largest global set of identified seamounts and knolls to date. Seamount habitat was found to constitute approximately 4.7% of the ocean floor, whilst knolls covered 16.3%.

The research leading to these results received funding from the European Community’s Seventh Framework Programme, and from the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
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General Bathymetric Chart of the Oceans

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


GEBCO's aim is to provide the most authoritative publicly-available bathymetry of the world's oceans. It operates under the joint auspices of the International Hydrographic Organization(IHO) and the Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) (of UNESCO).

GEBCO produces and makes available a range of bathymetric data sets and products. This includes a global bathymetric grid; gazetteer of undersea feature names, a Web Map Service and printable maps of ocean bathymetry.
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International Seabed Authority Annual Report 2020 

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


Minerals are non-renewable resources (at least within human timeframes) but mining them is now apparently a sustainable enterprise, not a one-way street of exploitation. ISA provides an international and transparent forum to regulate and manage all mineral resources related activities and ensure protection of the marine environment in the “Area”, the deep seabed and subsoil beyond national jurisdiction, for the benefit of all humanity.
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Bikini Atoll Coral Biodiversity and World Heritage List 

 Climate Change Directorate

 Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


Bikini Atoll Coral Biodiversity and World Heritage List
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Global Reef Expedition - Pacific Ocean

 SPREP Environmental Monitoring and Governance (EMG)

 Coastal and Marine


The Khaled bin Sultan Living Oceans Foundation completed field research for one of the largest coral reef studies in history: the Global Reef Expedition. The Expedition travelled around the globe surveying some of the most remote reefs on the planet, conducting research to assess coral reef ecosystem health and resiliency.

The Global Reef Expedition visited many countries in the Pacific Ocean to assess the health and resiliency of their coral reef ecosystems. See links below for more information, reports and maps.
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World Database on Protected Areas

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land  Biodiversity  Coastal and Marine


The World Database on Protected Areas (WDPA) is the most comprehensive global database of marine and terrestrial protected areas, updated on a monthly basis, and is one of the key global biodiversity data sets being widely used by scientists, businesses, governments, International secretariats and others to inform planning, policy decisions and management. The WDPA is a joint project between UN Environment and the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN).
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CSIRO Bioregions of the South West Pacific Ocean

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


This project has developed sub-regional bioregionalisations for the western-south Pacific Ocean, through expert workshops and novel statistical analysis of physical and biological data. This combines approaches CSIRO developed in Australia, used in the Bay of Bengal (in collaboration with BOBLME) with similar approaches that have been used throughout the Indian and Pacific Oceans to derive a single combined bioregionalisation.
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From happy hour to hungry hour: Logging, fisheries and food security in Malaita, Solomon Islands

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme




This study by WorldFish assesses the local impacts of logging on food security, fisheries and well-being in Malaita.
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An assessment of the risks and impacts of seabed mining on marine ecosystems

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


Comprehensive assessment of the risks and impacts of seabed mining on marine ecosystems by Fauna and Flora International.
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Pacific Women in Geospatial Magazine

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme




The geospatial industry is a growing industry all over the world and here in the Pacific, there exists a hub (magazine) for women to collaborate, support, STEM and promote the profession to girls in school.

FUGRO has sponsored the printing of this magazine to enable the distribution of “Pacific Women in Geospatial” to the girls and women in remote areas that have limited access to the internet.
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Coastal Ecosystem-based Rehabilitation Guide

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Coastal and Marine


This guide helps communities understand the pressures people may place on beaches and suggests how natural processes or ecosystem based approaches can be used can encourage sand to come back and stay put.
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Freedom of Information Legislation in the Pacific - Discussion Paper

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme




The guide seeks to rekindle debate and discussion about the value of freedom of information laws, as well as to provide a practical roadmap for their introduction, where necessary.

The guide is in three parts.

Part 1 traces developments in the field across the Pacific

Part 2 examines the principles necessary to underpin sound freedom of information laws.

Part 3 identifies 13 key elements needed for proper and effective freedom of information legislation.
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Regional Inform Meeting Draft Report 2019

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme




Draft report of the Regional Inform Meeting held August 2019 for comments from meeting participants
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Coastal proximity of populations in 22 Pacific Island Countries and Territories

 Pacific Data Hub

 Land  Coastal and Marine


A recently published paper, titled “Coastal proximity of populations in 22 Pacific Island Countries and Territories” details the methodology used to undertake the analysis and presents the findings. **Purpose** * This analysis aims to estimate populations settled in coastal areas in 22 Pacific Island Countries and Territories (PICTS) using the data currently available. In addition to the coastal population estimates, the study compares the results obtained from the use of national population datasets (census) with those derived from the use of global population grids.
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Inform Beats

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme




Short, quick pops of information to help enhance your speeches, media interviews and soundbites, presentations and general message sharing when it comes work done by Pacific islands with support from the Inform Project on environmental data use in the Pacific.
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Mapping Mining to SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals)

 Secretariat of the Pacific Regional Environment Programme

 Land


The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) represent the world’s plan of action for social inclusion, environmental sustainability and economic development. The mining industry has an unprecedented opportunity to mobilize significant human, physical, technological and financial resources to advance the SDGs.
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